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YOUTH PORTFOLIO — FUNDING AND ACTIVITIES 

Statement 

HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan — Minister for Youth) [5.21 pm]: Today I rise as the 
Minister for Youth, not the Minister for Environment. I want to respond to some remarks made in this house last 
night by Hon Alison Xamon about the youth portfolio. I will quote from the uncorrected Hansard. 

Hon Adele Farina: Is “youth” defined under your portfolio as 16 years or 18 years? 

Hon DONNA FARAGHER: If the member listens, she will learn what we do in the youth portfolio. 

Hon Alison Xamon said — 

… the youth sector is traditionally given very little political prominence or acknowledgement, and it is 
constantly struggling to get attention and obtain sufficient funding. 

Even today, the Office of Youth has limited funding for youth projects and youth sector engagement. 
The Minister for Youth has no dedicated funding for this aspect of her portfolio. I will say that I think 
the lack of a dedicated youth plan for Western Australia makes it difficult for the limited funding 
available to be allocated in a strategic way in order to maximise positive outcomes for young people 
and for youth service organisations. 

The PRESIDENT: Minister, did you identify the document? 

Hon DONNA FARAGHER: I did, Mr President, as the uncorrected Hansard from yesterday. 

These comments are absolutely incorrect. It is unfortunate that Hon Alison Xamon has chosen to say these things 
without any regard for what the government is doing in this important area. I appreciate that it is usual practice 
for the Greens (WA) and those on the other side of the house to be negative rather than to look at the positive. 
But on this occasion, I do not intend to have her remarks go without a response. 

Firstly, although it might have been the previous practice of Labor youth ministers that this portfolio simply be 
an add-on to a larger portfolio, that is not the case under Liberal governments. I will educate Hon Alison Xamon 
about a few aspects of what we are doing. She said that we have no dedicated funding for youth services. That is 
simply wrong. An amount of $1.3 million in recurrent support is provided to 13 youth organisations, including 
the scouts, the guides and even the Youth Affairs Council of Western Australia, which the member suggested 
last night we did not provide funding to. As the minister, I have overseen through this year’s budget process an 
increase in funding to Cadets WA of $2 million over four years. This is the first funding increase in its 14-year 
history. That is something that the previous government failed to do. I never hear the Greens talk about Cadets 
WA. I do not know why; it just seems to be missed by them. We secured $600 000 to ensure that the Leeuwin 
Ocean Adventure Foundation stayed afloat, literally. That fantastic program has helped so many young from all 
walks of life. Funding of $600 000 not only allows them to stay afloat, but also, through the money that was 
secured through this government, there will be places for young people with disabilities, young carers, young 
people in state care and others, which is very important.  

We provide funding of around $455 000 each year for youth activities, strategic projects and National Youth 
Week—again, something that Hon Alison Xamon said that we apparently do not do. We have reinstated funding 
this year for the YMCA Youth Parliament—something that was cut by the former Labor government. We have 
the One Sky, Many Paths program for Indigenous youth leaders; we have revamped the WA Youth Awards by 
adding a new category; at my request, an additional category has been added that recognises outstanding youth 
workers; and we have revamped the Positive Image Award. I was very pleased that after discussions with my 
office, The West Australian published a number of very positive articles about young Western Australians doing 
very good things in the community; I hope that will become an annual partnership for that award program.  

Hon Alison Xamon says I have no plan—how wrong! I have very clear priorities that the Office for Youth is 
following up on, which range from youth development to young carers and young people with disabilities. We 
have now entered into partnerships with Carers WA, the Western Australian Association for Mental Health and 
the YMCA’s Big Brothers Big Sisters program, something I would have thought that Hon Alison Xamon would 
have supported. Members might recall that in the last sitting week I, along with Hon Simon O’Brien in his 
capacity as Minister for Disability Services, co-hosted an excellent event at Parliament in support of the 
Developmental Disability Council to promote the value of the Politician Adoption Scheme, something that I and 
many members of this house have been proud to be part of for many years.  

I just want to end with a little story. Through the Big Brothers Big Sisters program, the government has provided 
funding to increase participation for young people to be matched with a mentor, with a priority on young people 
with disabilities, those with poor mental health, and young carers. I want to tell the house one story that has 
come from this partnership about a girl who has been given the name “Little B”: Little B is a highly strung 
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12 year old girl. Mum has chronic schizophrenia and bipolar disorder; dad is her registered carer between regular 
hospitalisation. The family is doing the best it can, and despite the emotional rollercoaster they are able to stay 
positive and have dreams of owning their Homeswest house in the near future. There is a lot of love and care 
from the parents, who take one day at a time without too many expectations. Little B immediately hit it off when 
she was introduced to her “big sister”. They have already had some fun times exploring the riverbanks along the 
Maylands foreshore, and a visit to the RSPCA. Little B is very excited about having a “big sister”, and mum has 
already started to notice some small changes and less aggression in Little B’s behaviour at home. That, Hon 
Alison Xamon, is the practical outcome of the government’s strong commitment to youth in this state.  

In conclusion, there are many more examples I can point to of work this government has undertaken in this 
portfolio, so instead of knocking and being negative, I would ask Hon Alison Xamon to actually look at what we 
are doing. If the member needs a briefing to find out more—which she clearly does—I would be very happy to 
arrange it.  

Several members interjected.  

The PRESIDENT: Order! We do not want to be in this place so long that our youth runs out! 
 


